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Calores au tern fie invent! eandem habuerunt rationera 
inter fe cum caloribus per Thermomctrum inventis & prop- 
terea rarefaftiones olei ipfius caloribus proportionales effe 
rede affumpfiinus. 



VIII. An Account of Books* 
Profluvia V^Mris ' or the Nature and Caufes of 
Loofenelfes -plainly dif covered^ their Sympom? 
and forts evidently fettled* the Maxims for Cu' 
ring 'em fully demonflrated^ an^ all illufirated 
with the moji remarkable Methods and Medicins 
of all Ages 5 and with Jome FraSiical Obprva- 
tions concluding every fort. By William Cock- 
burn, M, P. late Phffician of his Majefties 
fleet, F, /?. S. and of the Colledge of Phyfici' 

.»5, London, .7o../»8° 

IN thisBook, the Author enquires into the Nature and 
Cure of thofe Diftempers 5 and that he may the better 
avoid the perplexing number oi forts that are commonly 
found in Books of Pliyfick, he has fuppos'd himfelf abfo- 
lutely ignorant of what has been faid formerly, and en- 
deavours to difcovcr the moft general mark of Loofe- 
neffes^ ard proceed, by that, to find as many more as 
may be ufef ul to diftip'guifti them in proper forts, and 
that by marks taken from obfervation and the Stools them- 
felves- Tliofe forts he gives proper names to, and thofe 
efpecially they have obtain d among ancient Authors. 

In this inethod, he difcovers only the Diarrh^a^ Lien- 
icria^ ?ajpo Cdiam and the Dj^^feri^. Having fettled thefe 
alter this manner, he proceeds to difcover by his own 
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obCervation, and . the jSiftbries of Medicin, the pculiar 
appearances that Precede^ AtUnd and. tlrat 'Succeed every 
one of thefe marks that conftkute the fort 5 becatife thefe 
Foregoing, AttendmgB,nd Succeeding aipipQ3.rQXiCQS make the 
whole difeafe* 

This being donejie does alTerf, that none of thefe forts 
can happen any other way, biifty a more violent Periftal- 
tical motion of the Guts, a greater fluxility of Excrements; 
or a greater ^jaantity of the fame, or from all thofe caufeg 
operatiag together, l^hicb hedemoiift^tes^ and upon 
this general propofition, Jbie proceeds to (how, that all the 
appearances that preceded a Diarrb<ea (With which he 
begins) doneceirarily produce thefe mentioned affeftions 
in the Guts, and in that tnanner as to produce all thofe 
otl^r apf^arances that attend it, and thereafter-, that thefe 
attending appearances continuing ^ for fome tim^^ muft 
needs bring aloog With them air that'is; o1>ferve^ to follow 
upon it, and' generally in that order. 

Thofe things thus demQnftrat§d> he gives a defe'iption 
of a Diarrhea, and after the JQim^ manner ihat he dif- 
cufs'd the Dkrrh<eay does he dilcourfe 6t the i/Wm^ 
and other forts. 

As he goes on demonftrating all thofe impoytant truths 
from proved pfbpofitions in An^t&niy^ Ghy^i{thy^ Mecha-- 
wV^j: and the dodcr in oi Secretlims:^^ h^ to 

note the wrong eftaWiftiing of any new fort as he has 
occafidn to/explaia the app,earance, whereon fliey found 
it, and witere that particular miftake ts. The:F/^x?/x Hep^ 
taticm may bean example^ of wh*t he lays 5 fbrthis difeaie 
is ftHl:retained ^mong Phyficians^though it takes its origi- 
nal from a manifeft error in Anatomy, and fuppofes that 
the Liver is the receptacle of the Chyle, and the Store- 
houfe of the Blood. Both which are falfe in fad. 

. Having thus demonftrated the Nature of thofe Difeafes, 
his hext inquiry is into the methods that have been ever 
taken to cure them, which he reduces into fo many max- 
ims 
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ims that he tiiay difcou rfe the more clearly of them. And 
becaufe,. at firft fight, thcfe maxims are not only, not of 
a'iio^^tijt doaffed ioveryoppofite ways; and yet daily 
obl^ryttiondoes pofitively affirm that in iaft people have 
been cored: by thoie m-thc^dSj Bhd ilie very ifeme means 
have uoi only proved unfiiccefsluL but have alfo been 
iomd to be :.iL^« 

Wherctcii] o:: Anther after he has fettled thoib Max- 
ims irom Aotiqojiy and conftant Obfervation does deter- 
mine^ by tiieir natural aftion, how far they are ^ b!e to 
anfvicr rhe fame of their curing thofe difeafes they have 
been recommendfcd for. And fo their ufe and liu/t are 
eafily to be difcovered by fuchw ounderftand the Theo- 
ry of the Dileafes and Maxims. 

After all ihefe, this Author gives us fome oftliebeft 
of the Simple and Compound Med'cines, that are recom- 
mended by Phyficians in all Ages. Among the reft he 
gives clear hints about the Ipecoacanm 5 which make its 
operation more manifeft than hitherto has been done 5 
while it has been thought an abfolute fpecifick by the 
beft of Phyficians, and no other ways to be accounted for. 
In all which is added, at the end of every fort, two or 
three notable Hiftories duly attefted 3 and thofe cures efpe- 
cially performed by a Medicin this Author thinks fit to 
conceal for fome time : tlio he prefers it to any one yet 
praftifed. 
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s, SanBoYij SanHorij de Statu a Medkina A- 
phofijmorum Se^Uones Sepmm cum Commsntam 
Marcini Lvfter, Londini. it^enf S. Smith 
# ^enj. Walford , K.JS. Typografk i^oi.in %% 

He Ingenious Author of thefe Aphorifms fpeat 30 
_ years at Padua, upon the ftudy of Infenfible Tran- 
fpiratioo, vvhico (like a great Mafter) he reduc'd to ftiort 
Static Rules, by the help of a Chair placed in a Bal- 
lance. All thefe he has apply 'd to the moft momentous 
parts of Health and Sickneft, by a Principle much more 
fure than the faftiionable way of Bypothejis. His Com'^ 
mentatm' deferves no lefs praife, having drawn on the fide 
of teach leaf his ]<Jotes^ equal to the iext in all excellen- 
cies, if not above it, being affifted by more confiderable 
difcoveries in Anaiamy and Philofophy. 

Gaten was of opinion, that moft Indifpofitions pro- 
ceeded from a lejQer or larger perfpiration than is requi- 
fite ; which Doftrine is demonftrated by the undoubted 
Experiments oiSanHarim^'SLVid the obfervations ofDrL//kr^ 
which may prove of Angular ufe to thole Students in 
Phyfick, who purfue Things rather than Notions, and 
know how to apply Weight, Meafure and Numbers, to 
all the parts of Life. 

At the end the Dr hath been pleased to give the Rea- 
der a Catalogue of all the Trafts and Papers publiftied by 
himfelf, which *tis to be wi(h*d all other Authors would 
imitate, for the benefit of the Readers. 



